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" PSYCHOLOGICAL STRATEGY BOARD ‘
YASTINGTCN, D. C.

September 11, 1952

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTCR:
FROM: P - BEdmond L, Taylor
SUBJEGT: Escape of Easst Qerman Youth

1, Afber receipt of the State cable from Bomof July 254h reising
the issue of how to treat the increased escaps of draft-age youth from
Eagt Qermany, cables were sembt by Defense and CIA to thelr field stallons
reguesting further information. Answers to these queries have beon re-
ceived in addition to Stete cables from Berlin end Bann,

2, The mmber of escapees entering West Berli: has ranged from
1,070 per day in July to 390 per deay in August. Approximately 20 percent
of these ave males between the ages of 17 and 24 inclusive, Since late
July approximately 900 per week are being flown to the Federal Republic
dus to overcrowding in Berlin, Other than the minimuam of care to prevent
acute suffering given by the West German authoritisa and private sgencles
to 81l refugees vho are accepied, no special provision has becn msde for
these esoapees,

a. Favorable Elements:

The struggle of Germsn youth Lo escape impressment into
a commmist army is & sponieneous damounstration of oppositlen to the
Soviet gystem which has an lmportant psychologleal impect on both sides
of the iron cwriain, FEpeape i3 one of the best means of stimulating dis-
affection in the oppressed homeland because the departed individuel is
a symbol to the commmity. Family, friends, youth leaders, snd miiltary
commandera are held respomeible for this "erime.” Permament stigma 1s
placed upon them whlch requires more effort on the part of the surveillance
apparatug. Claiming to be supported by vouth, the commmist movement is
dealt a severe blow by the defectlon of thesue young peopls., Felluve to
provide for these escapees would create a situation psychologically un-
faversble to the free world, These aspects of the sltuation were cars-
fully analyge and given conaldersble emphasis in the cable from the
Fastern Affairs Division of WICOG in Bexlin (DN-436, 15 August 1952),

b, Wfavorahls Elomente:

The Righ Cammlssioner stoted In his cable, among other things,
that it night be 4ifficult to explsin the lmplied discrimination against
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older pecple by & selsctive appeal to youth. A% lesst in West Germany,
it might be igerpreted as weiting off the Soviet Zoune for a leng time
to come. The Socialist Party Bast Bureau takes the line that Geyman
vouth can impede srmement and form & corps of potentiel resistence In
East Germany, bub experience indlioetes that wost of them will become
cbedient soldiers after exposura to Uerman diseipline snd cormunist
indoctrination if they ere inducted.

bn

a. ‘The Problem of EBmployments

ipcapees are presumably evailable for service in the weab
formen Army on the same basis as Wes German youth and will be inducted
ot the seme times. Since finai arrengemsnbs fer the pilitary {ovcs of
the Federal Republic heve not been completed, it cannot sbsorb these
gscapoes now. Induction of escapaes on the pame baais az Wesl Germane
when recruiting begins weuld have little effect on the [lov of sscapees.
Ag an interim measure it has bson sugpested that the German government
expand existing educational progrems, introduce & volwtary youth labor
servies, or expand bousing comstruction programs. HICOG pointed out
that most suggestions for repid absorption vould recuire much longer
ihen the cpitical thres to e#ix months to get underwsy and axprogsed
doubt e to the practicality of other measures (unnuubered cable from
Ponm, 49 August 1952),

b. Position of West German Govermmenks

uhile it wee reported serlier that ocertain Federal Republic
cabinet members favored an appeal to East German youlh to escape, recent
conversstions between HICOG and Geymen officials, and releeses to the
press in Germeny indicate & negative attitude towerd increasing the
flow of refugees. OCables indicate that the West Jerman government
planning to seek & loan from the U, 8. to care for refugees, but it ds
nct known whether the problem of youthful escapees will figure i this
rogusst.

Se

4. L8 it fessible bo emcourage the cacape of youth
golectively without encourzging general defection?

b, Could the Pederal Republic be induced %o sei up a
progran to employ thess people?

¢. Wheb support would the Federal Republic expect from
the Thited Btates?
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ds Conaidering nwresent U. 5, psliocy, which in general
holda thet Germen refugecs ere 8 West German problen,
vhat support will the U, 8, in fact give tha Federsal
Hepublie?

5. Gorelusion

Recopnlging that there arc some nsychological lisbilities im
auch & program, 1t appears on balence thet 1t is psychologiealiy highly
desirable for Yest Geérrany to encourage the eseape of East German draft-
age youth and provide for thelr smployment, In the shsenee of angwers
to the cvestlans set forth a beve, 1t is not possible to weigh the
paychologlcal advantage againad the practieal obstaclss to the davelope
ment of such a prorrem. Exploitation of this psychological potential
is 80 important to the achiecvement of U. 8, objcctives that it justifies
gending & senlor officer to Furope on behelf of the Foard to make on
in’?:x;aim atudy of all possibilities Tor overcomine the wmaterisnl Aiffi-
oaurLied,
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